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New features, up-to-date political news and analysis, and a great price make AMERICAN

GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS TODAY: BRIEF EDITION, 2014-2015 a top seller. The text works

to show how easily and effectively readers can participate in the political process. Praised for its

balanced coverage, the book examines all the key concepts of American government, while

providing exciting features that focus on active citizenship.
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"I chose this book because it covers everything I want to teach, without compromising information or

overwhelming students."-Gwyn Sutherland, Maysville Community and Technical College"The

greatest strength is its relevance to students. The examples are modern and relate to current

culture."-Halima Khan, Massasoit Community College"I really love this text... it is very well put

together. It is also very affordably priced for my students, something which is important to me."

-Brian Gridley, Southern Polytechnic State University

Steffen W. Schmidt is a professor of political science at Iowa State University. He grew up in

Colombia, South America, and has studied in Colombia, Switzerland, and France. He has a B.A.

from Rollins College and obtained his Ph.D. from Columbia University, New York, in public law and

government. Dr. Schmidt has published 14 books and over 130 articles in scholarly journals and is



the recipient of numerous prestigious teaching prizes, including the Amoco Award for Lifetime

Career Achievement in Teaching and the Teacher of the Year award. He is a pioneer in the use of

web-based and real-time video courses and is a member of the American Political Science

Association's section on Computers and Multimedia. He is known as "Dr. Politics" for his extensive

commentary on U.S. politics in U.S. and international media. He is a weekly blogger for Gannett,

and comments on CNN en Espanol and Univision, as well as WNYC, New York. Dr. Schmidt is on

Facebook (Steffen W Schmidt) and Twitter (DrPolitics).Mack C. Shelley, II is a professor of political

science and statistics at Iowa State University. After receiving his bachelor's degree from American

University in Washington, DC, he went on to graduate studies at the University of Wisconsin at

Madison, where he received a master's degree in Economics and a Ph.D. in Political Science. He

arrived at Iowa State in 1979. From 1993 to 2002 he served as elected co-editor of the POLICY

STUDIES JOURNAL. Shelley has also published numerous articles, books, and monographs on

public policy, including THE PERMANENT MAJORITY: THE CONSERVATIVE COALITION IN THE

UNITED STATES CONGRESS; BIOTECHNOLOGY AND THE RESEARCH ENTERPRISE: A

GUIDE TO THE LITERATURE (with William F. Woodman and Brian J. Reichel); AMERICAN

PUBLIC POLICY: THE CONTEMPORARY AGENDA (with Steven G. Koven and Bert E. Swanson);

and QUALITY RESEARCH IN LITERACY AND SCIENCE EDUCATION: INTERNATIONAL

PERSPECTIVES AND GOLD STANDARDS (with Larry Yore and Brian Hand).Barbara A. Bardes is

professor emerita of political science at the University of Cincinnati. She received her B.A. and M.A.

from Kent State University and her Ph.D. from the University of Cincinnati. She served as a faculty

member in political science and dean of Mundelein College at Loyola University of Chicago. In

1993, she was appointed dean of Raymond Walters College of the University of Cincinnati, where

she served until 2003. She returned to the political science department, where she held the position

of graduate director before retiring. Bardes has written articles on public and foreign policy, and

women and politics. She also has co-authored Declarations of Independence: Women and Political

Power In 19th Century American Novels; Thinking About Public Policy; Public Opinion: Measuring

The American Mind; and American Government And Politics Today.

Loved this book. Used this for my Political Science class a El Camino College and it was just what i

needed. No more, no less. Item was delivered in New condition and well wrapped (shipping).

Title says it all



helpful, structured, easily laid out concepts

Perfect book if you need a crash course in political science

I was highly satisfied with this book. It didn't even seemed used. Great price and great quality. The

book was very taken care of.

I've handed out some harsh textbook reviews in the past but this one isn't too bad. It doesn't get all

carried away with dumb crap that doesn't matter. It is very easy to read and perfect for a community

college underachiever like myself.

Usually a book for a class is only as good as the teacher. This book though help with the teaching I

received.

Great book and I went through every chapter in a one week course.
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